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By: Julie Orio, Event Chair

Who knew a fundraiser could be 
so… funny? Over 450 supporters 
gathered at the Jewish Communi-
ty Center on April 17 for HYSTERIA 
2008: Redefining Women’s Health, 
a benefit for the Women’s Commu-
nity Clinic. Guests mingled over 
delicious food and drink as they 
bid on more than 150 silent auction 
items, including romantic getaways 
and private tours of the area’s finest 
wineries. Even celebrity guest per-
former Caroline Rhea joined in the 

fun, trying to outbid guests on her 
favorite items. 

After brief remarks by Clinic 
supporters, including District Five 
Supervisor Ross Mirkarimi, Caro-
line Rhea kicked off her comedy 
performance by (literally) rolling 
onto the stage from the audience. 
The daughter of a gynecologist, 
Caroline had plenty of sexual and 
reproductive health humor to keep 
the crowd in hysterical laughter. 
Caroline touched on dozens of side-
splitting subjects, including child-
birth, the pitfalls of dating sensitive 

men, and impersonations of her 
boyfriend’s snoring and Mother 
Superior in the Sound of Music.

“This event has such great en-
ergy,” said Brenna Reichman, event 
attendee and Clinic volunteer. “It’s 
such an exciting time to be involved 
with the Clinic and it’s fun to all 
get together to celebrate and raise 
money for such a worthy cause.” 

 HYSTERIA 2008 raised over 
$80,000 for the Clinic to provide 
free health care and outreach ser-
vices to women and girls. 

Thank you to our Champion 
Sponsor Kaiser Permanente. We 
are grateful for the many ways 
that Kaiser Permanente staff and 
providers have supported the Clinic 
over the years. We would also like 
to thank our Major Sponsors: Blue 
Shield of California, Better World 
Advertising, California Pacific Med-
ical Center and Community Clinics 
Initiative. We are grateful to the fol-
lowing individuals, companies, and 
organizations for their generous 

“It’s such an exciting time to be involved with the Clinic.”
—Brenna Reichman, HYSTERIA 2008 attendee and Clinic volunteer

We’re Moving! 
Clinic Will Relocate to Fillmore Street  
in Early 2009
By Carlina Hansen, Executive Director

The Women’s Community Clinic’s free, client-centered model of care is 
built on providing women with a warm, welcoming environment where 
they can feel safe and respected getting the health care they need. Al-
though much of that warmth and safety comes from our fabulous Health 
Workers and Clini-
cians, it is critical 
that our physical 
space is consistent 
with our overall 
vision of improv-
ing the health and 
well-being of wom-
en and girls. 

After an exten-
sive search in the 
Western Addition 

*It’s actually semi-annual

Hysterical for Women’s Health!
Women’s Community Clinic Benefit  
Raises $80,000

Caroline Rhea keeps the crowd laughing at HYSTERIA 2008.

The Clinic’s new facility will be over three times the 

size of the Clinic’s current space.Continued on page 3
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By: Yvonne Piper, Clinic Manager

In an ongoing effort to better meet 
the needs of our clients, the Wom-
en’s Community Clinic has integrat-
ed Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) testing 
into our HIV counseling and test-
ing program.  We are able to offer 
this service as part of our ongoing 
partnership with the San Francisco 
Department of Health AIDS Office.

More than 4 million people are 
infected with HCV in the United 
States. This is about four times 
greater than the amount of people 
who are infected with HIV. Co-infec-
tion with HIV and HCV is very com-
mon because of the shared route of 
transmission of these viruses. 

Although Hepatitis C infection is 

pervasive in our community, there is 
a lack of available health education 
information, testing and treatment 
services. The Clinic seeks to fill this 
gap by providing testing services, 
health education workshops and 
support to women who are at-risk 
and/or infected with HCV. 

Currently, the Clinic Outreach 
Program provides Hepatitis C edu-
cation workshops in the county 
jail, referrals to HCV testing and 
treatment locations, and distribu-
tion of hygiene and safer drug use 
supplies. 

“The Outreach Program works 
with homeless and marginally 
housed women, many of who are at 
risk for or are infected with Hepati-
tis C,” said Leah Morrison, Outreach 

Director. “Offering HCV testing, 
counseling and referrals to primary 
care provides valuable continuity of 
care to our clients who are at risk for 
both HIV and HCV.”

Previously, Clinic Health Work-
ers would talk to clients about HCV 
but then have to refer them to other 
service providers, either in the Clinic 
or at another site, for testing. By in-
tegrating Hepatitis C testing into 
HIV testing appointments we are 
breaking down barriers to receiving 
testing services as well as increasing 
the availability of appointments for 
other services that can only be deliv-
ered by a clinician.  

We will offer testing to clients 
who have ever injected any sub-
stance with a shared needle, cur-

rent and former injection drug us-
ers (IDUs), sexual partners of IDUs, 
and sexual partners of people with 
HCV. 

HCV is a blood-borne patho-
gen that is most commonly spread 
through sharing injection needles or 
works with someone infected with 
HCV, though it can also be transmit-
ted by needlesticks in a health care 
setting, being born to an HCV-pos-
itive mother, tattooing or piercing 
with improperly cleaned equipment, 
receiving certain medical, dental, or 
acupuncture services with improp-
erly sterilized equipment, sharing 
personal care items (such as razors 
and toothbrushes) with HCV-posi-
tive people, and, rarely, unprotected 
sex with an HCV-positive partner. 
For more information on HCV, visit 
http://www.hepcproject.org.

sponsorship of the event:
 7 x 7 Magazine • Anchor Brewing • 
Association of Reproductive Health 
Professionals • Barefoot Cellars • 
Becky Layton, Pacific Union Realtor 
• Bradley Defoor • Cabot Cheese 
Cooperative • Cathy Yanni • Cole 
Hardware • Craft Distillers • Diana 
Taylor and Jay Folberg • Girlfriends 
Do Good • Diane Sabin • Dixie 

Horning • Energy 92.7 FM • Exhale 
• Hangar One Vodka • Hilton Hotel 
Financial District • Julie Orio and 
Matt Simpson • Kimberly Vivas • 
Larissa Belsky • Mary Lou D’Auray 
(Support Women Artists!) • Miette 
Organic Patisserie • Monique and 
Martin Kobinger • Natalie Diggins 
and David Wood • NCB Capital 
Impact • Raison D’Etre Bakery • 

Ritual Coffee Roasters • St. Mary’s 
Prescription Pharmacy • The Medve 
Group, Inc. • The Seltzer Sisters • The 
Women’s Foundation of California 
• Tracy Weitz and Marj Plumb • 
Valerie Sarma • Watson Wyatt 
Worldwide • WeDriveU • YWCA of 
San Francisco & Marin.

Thank you to our Event Host 
Committee, Volunteers, Staff, and 
all our Silent Auction Donors. Get 
ready for HYSTERIA 
2010!

Hysteria Benefit Raises $80,000  from page 1

Caroline Rhea chats with Kaiser Permanente’s Yvonne Gallot, Bonnie Gradstein, 

Ayana Day & Lara Sallee. 

Photo: Justin Akers, studiovoxpop.com

Tina Sharkey, Honorary Committee Member Tiffany Shlain, Volunteer Roni Jacobs 

& Host Committee Member Emalie Huriaux.

Board member Kim Dempsey and her 

husband Garrett.
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Clinic Offers Hepatitis C Testing to At Risk Clients
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Ladies’ Night Volunteer Donna  
Freeman Named “Unsung Hero” 
In honor of Women’s History 
Month, KQED and Wells Fargo 
celebrated Clinic volunteer Don-

na Freeman for her outstanding 
contributions to the local com-
munity. Donna prepares meals 
for homeless women at Ladies’ 
Night, a weekly drop-in offered 
by the Clinic in collaboration 
with local service agencies in the 
Mission District. 

Clinic Receives  
TenderChamp Award 
In April, Central City Hospitality 
House honored the Women’s Com-
munity Clinic for our grass-roots 
community leadership in improv-
ing the lives of poor, homeless, and 
other marginalized people in San 
Francisco. 

Carlina Hansen Joins Clinic  
Leadership Institute 
Executive Director Carlina Hansen 
has joined Blue Shield of California 
Foundation’s inaugural class of the 
Clinic Leadership Institute, an inno-
vative year-long program designed 
to galvanize the next generation of 
community clinic leaders.

Carlina Hansen Named Young 
Executive Director of the Year
In recognition of her innovative 
leadership and commitment to 
social justice, Carlina Hansen was 
named the Young Nonprofit Profes-
sionals Network’s  Young Executive 
Director of the Year for 2007.

WHO WE ARE
Since 1999, the Women’s Commu-
nity Clinic has used an all-women, 
volunteer-based model of care to 
create a safe, welcoming environ-
ment where Bay Area women can 
access health services.  We honor 
our mission to improve the health 
and well-being of women and 
girls by providing free:  Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Services, Out-
reach Services and Health Training 
Programs.

Staff
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Outreach Coordinator
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Deborah Davidson, NP 

Staff Clinician
Laurie Galaty, NP 

Staff Clinician
Carlina Hansen 

Executive Director
Julie Jenkins, NP 
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LaTanya Johnson 

WAHT! Program Fellow
Katie McCall  

Volunteer Director
Karen Meckstroth, MD 

Medical Director
Tara Medve 

Development Director 
Tatiana Molinar 

WAHT! Program Fellow
Leah Morrison 

Outreach Director
Yvonne Piper, MLIS 

Clinic Manager 
Anne Purdy 

Communications Director
Robin Richards 

Associate Clinic Manager
Kemi Role  

WAHT! Program Coordinator
Laura Sheckler 

Americorps Member 
Heidi Tuason 

Americorps Member
Anita Zamora, RN 

Clinical Program Coordinator
Eve Zaritsky, MD 

Co-Medical Director 

Advisory Board
Rhea Bailey, MPH

Maureen Boland, MPH
Kim Dempsey, MPP

Natalie Diggins
Kyra Jablonsky

Ingrid McKenney
Julie Orio,M.Ed

Carrie Owen-Plietz, CHE
Elizabeth Saviano, RNP, JD

Sai Seigel
Shay Strachan, MHA

Diana Taylor, RN, Ph.D
Lalitha Vaidyanathan, MBA

neighborhood, I am pleased to 
announce that the Women’s Com-
munity Clinic has found our fu-
ture home at 1833 Fillmore Street. 
The 6250 square foot facility will 
be over three times the size of the 
Clinic’s current space. The larger, 

more contemporary facility will 
enable us to see more clients, train 
more Health Workers, and expand 
our programs and services to better 
meet the needs of our community. 
Between now and 2011 we expect 

to offer 6200 additional appoint-
ments – doubling our current ca-
pacity! A conference room will al-
low us to host on-site community 
forums and health education train-
ings for the first time. Finally, the 
space provides a more aesthetically 

pleasing, accessible and welcoming 
environment in which to provide 
and receive care. 

Plans are in place to break 
ground this Fall and move into 1833 
Fillmore in early 2009. Please stay 

tuned to hear more about how you 
can help us reach our $1.8 million 
goal. We need your support in ex-
panding the Clinic’s vision of com-
munity-delivered, quality care. 

Clinic Notes

The Clinic Celebrates 

Rhoda Nussbaum, M.D.
Last June, over 200 guests mingled at the San Francisco Yacht Club to 
celebrate the retirement and 60th birthday of Dr. Rhoda Nussbaum, 

one of the Clinic’s amazing 
volunteers. The evening 
raised $10,000 to help the 
Clinic provide health care 
and outreach services to the 
women and girls in our com-
munity. 

We would like to extend 
a special thank you to Rhoda 
and her friends, family, and 
colleagues for their gener-
ous support. Happy Retire-
ment, Rhoda!

In her retirement, Rhoda will continue to 

volunteer at the Clinic.

Clinic relocation  from page 1

Plans are in place to move into 1833 
Fillmore in early 2009.   

The new facility will enable us to 
see more clients, train more Health 
Workers, and expand our services.
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Clinic Hours
Mon, Tue, & Thu: 5-9pm
Wed: 9am–1pm; 5-9pm
Sat: 9am–1pm
(1st & 3rd Saturday of the month)

Drop-in Hours
Fri: Starts at 11am
(come early, open until full)

Business Hours
Mon, Tue, & Thu: 11am–9pm
Wed: 9am–9pm
Fri: 11am–3pm

Rapid HIV Testing
By appointment only,
please call to schedule

Women’s Community Clinic
2166 Hayes St. Suite 104
San Francisco, CA 94117
415 379 7800	tel
415 379 7804	fax

womenscommunityclinic.org

A project of the Tides Center

Free health care
for women by women
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Tribute Donations

GIFTS MADE IN MEMORY OF:
ANGELA CAMUSI
by Julie Orio
CARA LOUISE VAUGHN
by Jean Sirius
EDNA CAROLL
by Julie Orio
by Brenda and Peter Orio
EDWARD MEYER
by Karen Meyer
ELEANOR CITRANO
by Brenda and Peter Orio
FRANCES VALLERA
by Felicia Vallera
HEIDI SCHNITZER
by Barbara Schwab
HELEN RAMER
by Felicia Vallera
IDA ALESSI
by Carol Savio
ISOBEL CERNEY
by Sydney Clemens
MARIA D’AMICO
by Michaela and John Paratore
MARTHA FORMAN
by Judy Ahrens & Albert Gurewitz
MELVIN O. HILDEBRAND, SR.
by Abrams & Company Publishers 
by Augsberg Lutheren Village 
Residents’ Association
by Brian & Marsha Benson
by Ida & Sam Betto
by Mr. & Mrs. Hertzfeldt
by Melvin O. Hildebrand, Jr.
by Lois & Robert Knock
by Shirley Schlick

MRS. DORLA BAKER
by Elaine Hill
MRS. ODESSA LEAH HILL
by Elaine Hill
NATHAN KOBLENTZ
by Judy Ahrens and Albert 
Gurewitz
PHYLLIS RUSSO COLETTA
by Ann Marie Coletta
PIA CASASSA
by Carol Savio
ROBERT & MARYBELLE CURRY
by Sandra & Oliver Smoot
ROSE HIPPI
by Carol Savio

GIFTS MADE IN HONOR OF:
ALEXIS LOCKMAN
by Anonymous
by Tara Purchase
ALISON DEJUNG
by Amanda Lee
by Cheryl Spooner & Dan Krauss
by David Goldheim
by Diane Adams
by Dorothy & Arden DeJung
by Leilani Alo
ANNE HAY
by Victoria Woo
ANNE PURDY
by Mer & Gene Clapp
by Brooke Harris and Quinnie 
Kenworthy
by Tomas Lara
BELMA GONZALEZ
by Glenn Waters & Judy Morrison
BRENNA REICHMAN
by Glenda Haskell

CARLINA HANSEN
by Diana Taylor & Jay Folberg
by Jim & Mary Jane Finch
by Jean S. Fraser
by Joan & Peter Avenali
CYNTHIA CAREY-GRANT
by Jamienne Studley & Gary Smith
DELIGHT DODYK
by Phebe Dodyk Kiryk
DIANA TAYLOR
by Carrie Sherriff
by Jamienne Studley & Gary Smith
by Nan & Nathan Roth
DR. ELVI WHITTAKER
by Virginia Olesen 
EDWARD SHELTON
by Elizabeth & John Morris
ELIZABETH SAVIANO
by Carroll & Melinda Collins
by Kelly Robbins
by Lynn Hanson
by Miles J. Grant
GWEN YU
by Anthony Chang
INGRID TISCHER
by Barbara Brenner & Suzanne 
Lampert
JAKOB MEDVE
by Darby Bank & Trust Company
JANE BAGLEY LEHMAN
by Ruth Krumbhaar & Russell Long
JENNIFER ALDERMAN
by James Bryson
by Elizabeth M. Cecil
JILL JACOBS
by Alexander Jacobs
JON CARROLL
by Jeanne Lavin

JUDY AHRENS
by David Ahrens
by Gail & Ron Gurewitz
by Lois Ahrens & Ellen Miller-Mack
by Melodie Brenner
by Phyllis Gurewitz
by Vianey & Paul Gurewitz
JUDY AHRENS &  
ALBERT GUREWITZ
by Lois Ahrens & Ellen Miller-Mack
JUDY MORRISON &  
GLENN WATERS
by Belma Gonzalez & Mike Waters
KARA ROTHENBERG
by Beverly & Neil Rothenberg
KAREN MECKSTROTH
by Dr. Phil Darney &  
Dr. Uta Landy
KATEY JOY ALSUP
by Maria O’Shaughnessy
KELLY STEINAUER
by Ron & Helen Steinauer
LADIES’ NIGHT
by Elizabeth Culler
LEAH MORRISON
by George & Ida Mestel
MARCIA RODGERS
by Shirley Loube
MARCIA SMITH
by Cheryl & Ken Wilkes
by Daniel Howard
by Naomi Shelan
by Sandra & Oliver Smoot
by Sherry & Mark Freitas
MARIA DIAZ
by Laura Beck
MARISA HILDEBRAND
by Maureen Atkins

MARK & CHANTAL WELLER
by Jennifer Weller
MARYLYN GALATIS
by Sandra Potter Lundgren
MAUREEN BOLAND
by Patricia & Richard Boland
MELVIN HILDEBRAND
by Kim Hildebrand Cardoso & 
Augusto Cardoso
PATRICIA D. GUNTHER
by Harrison Gunther
PEACE, LOVE AND HEALTH
by Christina Share
REBECCA HORNTHAL
by Bethany Hornthal
RUTH KRUMBHAAR
by Joy Woeber
SHANA FRANKEL
by Nathan Frankel
SO-MAI BROWN
by Sue Tsang
SUSAN TOMAINI
by Lisa Richard
by Michael Jackson
TARA MEDVE
by Jakob Medve
by Marcia & John Mike Cohen
by Marsha Steinback
by Michael Evans
VALERIE SARMA & ALAN GIANETTI
by Julie Orio
CLINIC STAFF
by Julia Davidson
CLINIC VOLUNTEERS
by Janice Kim


